
Who is Leech Lake 

Band of  Ojibwe?

Sovereign Tribal Government working for its’ people



Leech Lake Nation

Leech Lake 
Nation

10% of water in MN

Continental Divide

Roughly size of Rhode 
Island

Only 110,000 acres of Fee 
Land

408 lakes, 366,000 acres 
of wetland or surface 

water
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What do we have that 

makes us care about 

energy?



People 
• Population: 9,509 enrolled members 

• BIA workforce stats state 8,875 Indians eligible for BIA services on 

the Reservation 

• (LL, other MCT members, Red Lake, and other tribal nations combined)

Household Incomes:
•<$5,000: 11.2%
• $5,000-$19,999: 25.9%
• $20,000 to $34,999: 20%
• $35,000 to $49,999: 17%
• $50,000 to $79,999: 16%
• $80,000-$109,999: 4%



Resources



Energy Corridor

Pipelines – Natural gas & Petroleum

Energy – 230KW Highline

Railway



ENERGY BILLS





Based on who we are and what we have what 

are out priorities for energy?

• Work for our people – energy assistance & availability

• Work for a future with the same resources available for our children

• Climate Change?

• Pipelines?

• Work in ways that reflect our values as Anishinaabe

• Take care of  the Lands and Manoomin and they will care for us

• PRIORITES ADD UP TO USING LESS ENERGY

• Government & Citizens



Government Side



Guaranteed Energy Savings 

Program (GESP)

• 3.8 Million Dollar investment in 22 

government buildings
• Mechanical upgrades

• Control system upgrades

• LED lighting upgrades

• Water Conservation

• Utility Related Measures

• Solar Photovoltaics

• 265,162$ guaranteed payback per year w/ 

12.5yr payback timeline

• 3.6 million Lbs. CO2 per year

• 1st year reporting shows:

• Greater savings than anticipated

Program with MN DEPT OF 

COMMERCE

Savings from retrofits pay back initial loan

Vetted Process

3rd Party Review (DOC)











Present Situation

• Past energy projects have been successful

• Focused on efficiency and customer-sited renewables

• What is the next phase of  energy planning and development?

• This is the key questions LLBO hopes to answer

• Now is the time for LLBO to formulate a plan to evaluate landscape

• Aggressive renewable goals: States, Utilities, and Corporations

• Untapped renewable resources

• Transmission constraints

• Low interest rates

• Upcoming infrastructure funding


