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The Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance (MEEA) is a 
collaborative network, promoting energy efficiency to 
optimize energy generation, reduce consumption, 
create jobs and decrease carbon emissions in all 
Midwest communities.

MEEA is a non-profit membership organization with 150+ 
members, including:

Electric & 
Gas Utilities

Academic &
Research Institutions

State & Local
Governments

Energy Service 
Companies & 
Contractors

Community-based
Organizations



MEEA Investing in Our Future
Strategic Reserve Projects

Multifamily 
BOC

Equity Audit,
DEI Committee

Building SRP



Midwest EE Highlights

KEEIA, Evergy HB 79 Ratemaking 
Study

• CEJA 
Implementation

• Stretch Codes

Well-Prepared 
for IRA 

Funding

Energy Waste 
Reduction 
Legislation

• Gas IRP
• Clean Energy 

Legislation

Kansas Ohio Iowa

Illinois Wisconsin Michigan Minnesota

Turning a Corner

Full Speed Ahead



Primed and Ready for Advancements
Midwest EE’s Next Big Opportunities

Regional 
Heat Pump 
Adoption 

Untapped 
Industrial 
Savings

Building 
Codes & 
Policies

Workforce
Pipeline

Development





Angela Tovar
City of Chicago





City of Cincinnati 
Office of Environment and Sustainability



Sponsored by 

Plenary Introduction



Plenary

Mandy Mahoney | DOE
Ben Evans | USGBC

Alison Lindburg | MEEA
Bobby Boyd| DOE

Hidden Billions: Policies and Funding the Midwest 
Will Be Talking About

Sponsored by 





Plenary

Mandy Mahoney | DOE
Ben Evans | USGBC

Alison Lindburg | MEEA
Bobby Boyd| DOE

Hidden Billions: Policies and Funding the Midwest 
Will Be Talking About

Sponsored by 



w w w .e n e rg y.g ov/e n e rg y-e a rth sh o t s-in it ia t ive 16

Th e  En e rg y  Affo rd a b ilit y  
Ch a lle n g e

Ou r im p e ra t ive  is  t o  d e live r e q u it a b le  so lu t ion s  t o  h ou se h o ld s  w it h  t h e  
h ig h e st  e n e rg y b u rd e n s.

Hig h  e n e rg y  b u rd e n s
1 in  4  h o u se h o ld s  fa ce h ig h  e n e rg y b u rd e n s 
(>6% o f in co m e  sp e n t  o n  e n e rg y).

En e rg y  a ffo rd a b ilit y  
c h a lle n g e s
1 in  5 h o u se h o ld s  w e re  u n a b le  t o  p a y a n  
e n e rg y b ill in  fu ll in  20 22.

Ad ve rs e  p o llu t io n  & h e a lt h  
im p a c t s
Bla ck ch ild re n  a re  n e a rly t w ic e  a s  lik e ly  t o  
h a ve  a s t h m a  co m p a re d  t o  t h e  n a t io n a l 
a ve ra g e .

4 0 .6

4 8 .1

30 35 4 0 4 5 50

All o t h e r h o u se h o ld s

En e rg y in se cu re
h ou se h o ld s

Ave ra g e  En e rg y Use  In t e n sit y (KBtu / sq . ft .)

So u rc e : US En e rg y In fo rm a t io n  Ad m in is t ra t io n , 20 20  Re sid e n t ia l En e rg y Co n su m p t io n  su rve y 

Ho u s e h o ld s  t h a t  e xp e r ie n c e  e n e rg y  
in s e c u r it y  live  in  le s s  e ffic ie n t  h o m e s .

US a ve ra g e
4 2.2
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Affo rd a b le  Ho m e  En e rg y  Sh o t
Le a d  Ta rg e t

Re d u c e  b y 50 %+ t h e  c o s t  o f re t ro fit  p a c k a g e s  n e e d e d  t o  
d e c a rb o n ize  a ffo rd a b le  h o u s in g  w h ile  lo w e rin g  e n e rg y b ills  b y 

20 % w it h in  a  d e c a d e .

20 % lo w e r 
e n e rg y b ills

50 % lo w e r 
u p fro n t  co st

W it h in  a  
d e ca d e
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Resilient and Efficient Codes Implementation (RECI) 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) Section 40511: Cost-effective Codes Implementation 
for Efficiency & Resilience 

• $225 million for implementation activities supporting updated energy codes ($45M/yr FY22–26) 

• Establish, within Building Technologies, a new program under which we shall award grants on a competitive basis to 
eligible entities to enable sustained cost-effective implementation of updated building energy codes

• Encourages “partnerships” comprising states and key stakeholders (e.g., local governments, code developers, 
builders, architects, engineers, etc.)—a state agency must be part of every partnership

• Intended to support code updates—but not limited to only the latest codes

• Continuing initiative established under BIL—but amplifies and scales Department of Energy (DOE) activities 
supporting code implementation (e.g., workforce training, compliance support, etc.) 

• Initial funding installment issued in FY23 and resulted in 27 new awards totaling $90 million (FY22 + 23)

• Coordinated with Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Section 50131Codes funding with potential to leverage many other 
federal funding sources (e.g., DOE and Federal Emergency Management Agency programs, BIL, IRA)) 

> DOE intends to publish the second FOA installment in FY24

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3684/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3684/text
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State and Local Code Adoption

Workforce Development

Implementation and Compliance

Innovative Approaches

Equity, Energy and Environmental 
Justice

Partnerships

Key Areas of Interest Targeted Outcomes

Develop next-generation 
workforce

Facilitate energy code updates

Improve energy code compliance

Advance new and innovative 
polices and tools

Increase equity in code-related 
policies and planning

RECI: Areas of Interest and Targeted Outcomes

> DOE seeks crosscutting projects that cover multiple areas of interest 
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Building Energy Codes Program Impact

Building energy codes yield significant savings for U.S. homes and businesses—
residential and commercial buildings are projected to save (2010 through 2040): 

$182 billion energy cost savings

840 MMT of avoided CO2 emissions

16.1 quads of primary energy

> These impacts equate to the annual emissions of 187 million passenger vehicles

> These savings will grow even further through increased adoption and compliance 
and advanced standards pursuing zero-energy and decarbonization goals! 
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Buildings and the IRA:
The New Incentives for Going Green

VB Parks + Recreation | LEED Certified | Photo: Yuzhu Zheng Photography River Point | LEED Gold | Photo: Ray Cavacchio Southwest Library | LEED Platinum | Photo: ©James Steinkamp Photography



• Sec. 179D Tax Deduction for Energy Efficient Commercial 
Buildings (IRA Sec. 13303): Expanded tax deduction of up to $5.00 
per square foot for commercial building efficiency improvements.

• Sec. 45L New Energy Efficient Homes Credit (IRA Sec.
13304): Expanded homebuilder tax credit for home construction, 
including multifamily, extendd through 2032. Increased to $2,500 for 
meeting ENERGY STAR and $5,000 for DOE Zero Energy Ready 
Homes program.

• Sec. 48 Clean Electricity Investment Tax Credit (IRA Secs. 13102 & 
13702): Expanded ITC of 30% or more for clean energy investments such 
as rooftop solar, ground source heat pumps, and storage extended through 
at least 2032.

• Sec. 30C Alternative Fuel Vehicle Refueling Property Credit (IRA
Sec. 13404): Expanded tax credit for EV charging systems and other
alternative fuel vehicle infrastructure extended through 2032.

Primary IRA Buildings-Related Tax Incentives



Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (IRA Sec. 60103)
Creates a new $27B “green bank” through EPA to stand up national 
climate financing initiative, with three funding buckets:

• $7B Solar for All program providing up to 60 grants to states, tribes, 
municipalities, and nonprofits for residential and community solar in 
low-income and disadvantaged communities.

• $14B National Clean Investment Fund competition funding 2-3 
national nonprofits to partner with private capital providers to provide 
financing to businesses, communities, community lenders, and 
others, catalyzing tens of thousands of climate-related projects.**

• $6B Clean Communities Investment Accelerator funding 2-7 hub 
nonprofits to rapidly scale the capacity of CDFIs, credit unions, local 
green banks, housing finance agencies, etc. to provide financing to 
households, schools, small businesses, community institutions, etc. 
in low-income and disadvantaged communities.**

**Zero-emissions new buildings and emissions-reducing retrofits of 
existing buildings designated as priority for financing in these buckets. 
More information here.

1222 22nd Street NW | LEED Gold | Photo credit: ©Eric Laignel Photography

https://www.epa.gov/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund
https://www.epa.gov/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund


Funding opportunities are open for nearly $1B in grants and up to $4B in loan authority 
through HUD’s new Green & Resilient Retrofit Program for sustainability and resilience 
improvements to HUD-supported multifamily affordable housing. Eligible projects include 
energy or water efficiency; indoor air quality or sustainability; climate resilience; and low-
emission technologies, materials, or processes such as zero-emission electricity generation, 
energy storage, or building electrification.

Three funding buckets:
• Elements: Up to $750,000 per property or $40,000 per unit for specific resilience or 

efficiency strategies, such as installing heat pumps, with $140 million in total funding.

• Leading Edge: Up to $10 million per property or $60,000 per unit for completing a 
multifaceted renovation that earns an ambitious green building certification such as LEED 
Zero, with $400 million in total funding.

• Comprehensive: Up to $20 million per property or $80,000 per unit for deep utility retrofits
and climate resilience upgrades.

Includes $42.5M for energy and water benchmarking activities.

HUD has already announced two rounds of grant awards, with at least two more coming.
Next application deadline March 28, 2024. More information here.

Riverside North District | LEED Gold | Photo: © Cesar Rubio

Affordable Housing – HUD Green & Resilient Retrofit 
Program (IRA Sec. 30002)

https://www.hud.gov/grrp
https://www.hud.gov/GRRP/elements
https://www.hud.gov/grrp/leadingedge
https://www.hud.gov/GRRP/comprehensive
https://www.hud.gov/grrp


GHG Planning and Implementation Grants 
(IRA Sec. 60114)
$5B in Climate Pollution Reduction Grants to states, municipalities and other
public entities to develop plans for addressing GHG pollution.

• $250M for planning grants, with one $3M grant for each participating state to 
develop plans to reduce GHG, along with smaller grants to the largest 67 
metropolitan areas and to tribal governments. See list of state and local
entities who have opted in to participate.

• Balance of $4.6B for implementation grants awarded on a competitive 
basis. State and local governments must be part of a planning grant to be 
eligible for implementation grants.

Information about eligible entities, activities and other information here.

San Francisco International Airport | LEED Platinum 
Photo credit: © San Francisco International Airport

https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/climate-pollution-reduction-grants
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-05/NOIP%20Status%20Lists_0.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-05/NOIP%20Status%20Lists_0.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/climate-pollution-reduction-grants


Hypothetical Multifamily Building – New Construction – 150,000sf/100 units

Sec. 45L Tax Credit for high-
efficiency homes

$2,500 per unit for meeting ENERGY
STAR X 100 units

$250,000 tax credit

Sec. 179D Tax Deduction for 
commercial building energy 
efficiency improvements

$3.50 per square foot for 35% 
reduction in energy use intensity 
across 150,000 square feet

$525,000 tax deduction worth
$131,250 at 25% tax rate.

Sec. 48 Investment Tax Credit
for clean energy investment

30% base tax credit on $400,000 
investment in rooftop solar plus 10% 
low-income bonus credit

$160,000 tax credit

Sec. 30C EV Tax Credit for EV
charging infrastructure

30% tax credit on $100,000 
investment in EV charging 
installations

$30,000 tax credit

Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund (i.e. Green Bank)

Low-interest project financing $600,000 in interest savings

Total Savings Not including energy/operations cost
savings or local/state incentives

$1,171,250



Federal Legislative Director
U.S. Green Building Council

bevans@usgbc.org

Ben Evans

mailto:bevans@usgbc.org
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Join us on the 5th Floor for a short break!
5th Floor Chicago Ballroom 

10:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.



Lunch sponsored by 



Affinity Group Discussions
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