




Welcome to MES 2024!
Opening remarks delivered by E’Lois Thomas
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Welcome!

Dr. E’Lois Thomas
SEEL, LLC

MEEA Board Chair



At the Midwest Energy Solutions 
Conference, you will: 
1. Meet new people
2. Have tons of fun
3. Be inspired from all 
the exceptional sessions!



The Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance (MEEA) is a 
collaborative network, promoting energy efficiency to 
optimize energy generation, reduce consumption, 
create jobs and decrease carbon emissions in all 
Midwest communities.

MEEA is a non-profit membership organization with 150+ 
members, including:

Electric & 
Gas Utilities

Academic &
Research Institutions

State & Local
Governments

Energy Service 
Companies & 
Contractors

Community-based
Organizations



7th Floor
• Plenaries
• A-Track Break-out 

Sessions
• Lunch Wednesday

6th Floor

• Morning Yoga

5th Floor
• Exhibit Hall

• Breakfast
• Receptions 

• C-Track Workshops  
• Thursday B-Track 

Breakout

4th Floor
• B-Track Breakouts 

and……





MES by the Numbers



Your work does 
not only impact 
the Midwest!



PLATINUM SPONSORS



GOLD SPONSORS



Silver

SILVER SPONSORS



BRONZE SPONSORS



Alternative Energy Systems Consulting, Inc. (AESC)
AM Conservation

Clarke Energy
E Source

Education & Outreach Company
EFI, The Energy Federation

ESPLabs
Greenlite

Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC
National Energy Foundation (NEF)

NTC
Rheem Manufacturing

TrickleStar

PARTNER SPONSORS



Don’t Miss in the Exhibit Hall (5th Floor)

Community Connection

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30
3:20pm-3:40pm | Community Development 
Corporation of Pembroke and Hopkins Park
5:10pm-5:30pm | Senior Services Plus
5:40pm-6:00pm | U.S. Department of Energy 
Office of Community Engagement

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31
10:50am-11:10am | Cabanne District CDC
2:50pm-3:10pm | Peoria Guild of Black Artists
4:40pm-5:00pm | U.S. Department of Energy 
State and Community Energy ProgramsMEEA 

Professional Development Hub

ONE-ON-ONE SESSIONS THROUGHOUT

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30
3:15pm | Amplify Yourself While Amplifying Your 
Company

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31
10:45am | Should I Post? What Should I Say?
2:45pm | LinkedIn Profile Powerup



Dan York | American Council for an 
Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE)
George Cornwell | APTIM
Dr. Amalia Hicks | Cadmus
Colleen Morris | Calico Energy
Shonda Biddle | Center for Energy & 
Environment
Jon Blaufuss | Daikin
Jim Fay| ComEd
LeAndra Archuleta | Energy Solutions
Selena Worster Walde | Erthe Energy 
Solutions

Dean Laube | Franklin Energy
Richard Hackner | GDS Associates
Bethany Reinholtz | GDS Associates
Amanda Gassé | ILLUME
Nathaniel Altfeather | Leidos
Kevin DeMaster | Mitsubishi Electric 
Trane HVAC
Jordan Elliott | Pearl Certification
Jolene A. Sheil | Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin
Erika Dominick | Walker-Miller Energy 
Services

Conference Advisory Committee





Kristol Simms, Ameren Illinois



Sponsored by 
Keynote Introduction



Kyle  Wiggins  

Se nior Vic e  Pre s id e nt  
Ut ilit y Program  and  Ad visory Se rvic e s  



50 + ye a rs  in the  
e ne rgy b us ine ss

Ove r 1,10 0  e ne rgy 
e xp e rt s  ac ross  North 
Ame ric a, UK, Ind ia , 
China, and  Ghana 

Top  6 0  ut ilit ie s  
in North Ame ric a

20 0 + ene rgy 
e ffic iency p rograms 
and  $3.1B in e ne rgy 
e ffic iency reb ate s   

La rge s t  im p le m e nt e r 
of e le c t rific a t ion  
p rogra m s  in the  U.S

Be s t - in- c lass  
imp le me ntat ion for 
30 + ut ilit y p ort fo lios , 
more than any othe r 
p rovid e r in the  U.S.



We  a re  in  t he  m id s t  of a  
t ra ns form a t ion  not  
s e e n  in  m ore  t ha n  10 0  
ye a rs . 

Our m is s ion: 
To he lp  le a d  t he  Cle a n  
Ene rgy t ra ns it ion  a nd  
b e  your t rus t e d  guid e . 
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Change  is  ac c e le ra t ing a t  unp re c e d e nt e d  le ve ls
A m om e nt  of c ha lle nge  and  op p ort unit y 

Ext reme  We athe r 
Eve nts

Glob al Eve nt s

Global d e c arb  
init ia t ive s

A.I.

Re mote  
Work

Aging workforc eEq uity & 
Jus t ic e

Ec onomic  Im p ac t s

ESG 
influe nce  

Re c ord  
Infla t ion

Ene rgy Cos t  
Swings

Ris ing Inte re s t  Ra te s

Ind us t ry Dis rup t ion

Re gulatory 
Dis rup t ion

Dis t ributed  
Re sourc es

IRA and  
BIL

Inc re ased  Grid  
Load

Rise  of 
Re ne wab le s

3rd  Party 
Aggre gators

Bat te ry 
Storage



As  ut ilit y  b us ine s s  m od e ls  e volve , c us t om e rs  ha ve  m ore  c hoic e

From  one  t o  m any From  m any t o  m any
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Ele c t rific a t ion  & d e c a rb oniza t ion on t he  ris e  

Cente rPoint  Ene rgy
Clean Air Technology Program

JEA 
Benefic ial Elec t rificat ion 
Reb ate s

Ente rgy 
eTECH Program 
C&I, Build ings

Salt  Rive r Projec t
Bus iness  EV, Workp lace , Mult ifamily, Flee t  

Ad visory, Non- Road  Eq uip ment
.

Eve rsource
EV Flee t  Ad visory

Duq uesne  Light
EV Flee t  Ad visory

Consumers  Ene rgy
PowerMIFlee t : EV Flee t  Ad visory

Central Hud son G&E
Light - , Me d ium - , He avy- Dut y EVSE 

Build ings ; Fle e t  Ad vis ory;
Manage d  Charging

SMUD
Build ings , EVs

Seat t le  City Light
Mult ifamily, Flee t  Ad visory, Pub lic  

Charging, Non- Road  Eq uip ment

Duke  Ene rgy
EV Flee t  Ad visory

Nat ional Grid
EV Flee t  Ad visory Se rvice s ; Build ings

ACE
EVSmart : EV Make-
Read y Port folio

BGE
EVsmart  Res id ent ial, Mult ifamily, 
Pub lic  Charging, Flee t  Ad visory 

Non- Road  Program
On- Road  Program
Fle e t  Program
Hybrid  Build ing Program
Re gulatory/Advisory Stage  
Manage d  Charging/Data Share

ICF p rop rie tary and  c onfid e ntial. Do not  c op y, d is tribute , or d is c los e .

NYSERDA
EVs, Pub lic  Charging

Pep co (MD)
EV Flee t  Ad visory & 
Incent ives

De lmarva (MD)
EV Flee t  Ad visory & 
Incent ives

Con Ed ison; O&R
Build ings

Avangrid  (NYSEG & RG&E)
Build ings

NY City Acce le rator
 Build ings

Eve rgy
Regulatory; Ad visory

Cleco
Regulatory; Ad visory

PSO
Regulatory; Ad visory

SoCalREN
Mult ifamily Charging

ComEd
Regulatory; Ad visory

Cente rPoint  Ene rgy
Regulatory; Ad visory

SMECO
Managed  Charging/Data 
Shared

Plat te  Rive r
Ad visory
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Sm art , t a rge t e d  c us t om e r e ngage m e nt  

• Em p owe re d  c us tom e rs  who m ake  
fas t e r, inform e d  d e c is ions  t ha t  re sult  in 
a  fa s t e r ve loc it y of p a rt ic ip a t ion

• Hap p ie r, m ore  s a t is fie d  c us tom e rs  
t hrough a  sm oothe r e xp e rie nc e

• A re a l- t im e  p ulse  on t he  loc a l m arke t  t o  
inform  p rogram  p ivot s  and  ne w offe rs

• A gre a t e r re t urn on inve s tm e nt  t hrough 
m ore  foc use d  int e gra t e d  e ffort s

• Pos it ioning as  e ne rgy e xp e rt s , ad visors  
and  p a rt ne rs  t o your b us ine s s  
c us tom e rs  – b e yond  t he  la rge s t  
ac c ount s

“Working with ICF has  give n us  inc re d ib le  d a ta -
d rive n ins ight s  on our b us ine s s  c us tom e rs  and  
p ut  us  on a  fas t - t rac k to  e xc e e d ing goa ls  and  

c us tom e r e xp e c ta t ions . 

We  we nt  from  m is s ing goa ls  ye a r- ove r- ye ar to  
ac hie ving 118% of our goal in 20 21 and  132% of our 
goa l in 20 22. We  a re  on t rac k to  d o the  s am e  in 

20 23. 

Any ut ility looking for d e e p e r c onne c t ions  with 
b us ine s s  c us tom e rs  s hould  ab s olute ly m ake  this  

inve s tm e nt .” 

Washingt on Gas
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John Brop hy

Manage r, Sup p lie r Sus tainab ility 
and  Cle an Ene rgy Programs  



Keynote Address
John Brophy 

Manager, Supplier Sustainability & Clean Energy Programs | John Deere 



Use Less, Do More: How Efficiency First 
Supercharges the Clean Energy Transition

Paige Knutsen | MEEA 

Katrin Klingenberg | Phius
Stacey Paradis | Illinois Commerce Commission 

Jamie Meyers | Cook County

Plenary



Phius ZERO + Grid-Interactive Building (GEB)

PhiusGEB Microgrid Community

Baseline Net Zero Phius CORE  ZERO

©2024 Phius



100% Emissions Reduction
Enclosure Analysis Results per dwelling unit

113 kW
1587 kWh

47 kW 25 kW

358 kWh866 kWh

Existing 
Enclosure

Code 
Enclosure Phius Enclosure

5 kW12 kW32 kW

NEIGHBORHOOD

126 kWh



Use Less, Do More: How Efficiency First 
Supercharges the Clean Energy Transition

Paige Knutsen | MEEA 

Katrin Klingenberg | Phius
Stacey Paradis | Illinois Commerce Commission 

Jamie Meyers | Cook County

Plenary



Join us on the 5th Floor for a short break!
5th Floor Chicago Ballroom 

3:15 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.
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