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A Just and Equitable Climate Future for 
Chicago

Address 

Profound 

Environmental 
Challenges

Uphold 

Commitment 

to Climate 

Goals

Center Equity 

and 

Environmental 

Justice

Generate 
Economic

Benefits for 

Local 
Communities



1. Build a culture of inclusion and diversity

2. Deepen our spectrum of engagement

3. Routinize equity impact analysis in our process and practice

4. Invest in our healing

5. Be accountable for equitable progress

Chicago's Equity Guiding Principles



2022 Climate Action Plan
Equitable Decarbonization

Our Roots Chicago



Equitably investing in 
community health 

and climate resilience 
while reducing 

Chicago's carbon 
footprint 62% by 2040



• Language Access

•Digital Access

• Literacy Levels

•Community Building



Public Engagement Summary

INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY - NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION

IMAGE ON PAGE 30



A Closer Look

At What's Inside

INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY - NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION



Equity Considerations Throughout CAP

INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY - NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION

• How can actions provide savings? 

• How can actions enrich or expand 

the local economy?

• How are burdens and benefits 

currently experienced?

• How are programs and services made 

available? Are those with the greatest 

needs connected?
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Equitable Decarbonization in Buildings
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Chicago’s built environment represents the 
largest portion of our emissions profile.

Our residential, commercial & 

institutional, and industrial buildings 

account for nearly 70% of city’s emissions

Source: City of Chicago Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report, 2017.
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Several members not pictured

• 54 Working Group members
• Supported by Project Team: Office 

of Sustainability; other City of 

Chicago staff; NRDC; Delivery 
Associates; and Elevate

• 11 big ideas:
• New construction

• Retrofits for existing buildings

• Programmatic and technical 

support

The Working Group
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Working Group urged to develop building 
decarbonization recommendations that… 

• Lower economic burdens on 

residents and businesses

• Reduce energy insecurity for 

communities of color

• Use an equity lens to assess the 

costs and burdens of strategies

• Create economic and health 

benefits for those who need them 

the most

Installation of a “solar flower” garden in Bronzeville, as a result of a public-private partnership.



Our Roots Chicago



`Community Tree Equity



Community Tree Equity

Austin 

8.6%

New City

6.5%

South 

Lawndale

9.3%

Humboldt Park

10.7%

Greater Grand 

Crossing

6.5%

Armour 

Square

7.9%

North 

Lawndale

10.7%

Brighton 

Park

9.6%

East Garfield 

Park

9.4%

McKinley 

Park

7.9%

Near West Side

4.8%

Highest social vulnerability

+

Worst flooding susceptibility

+

Most severe economic hardship 

+

Highest traffic volumes

+

Most age-adjusted asthma cases 

+

Highest surface temperatures 

+

Lowest tree canopy coverage

=

11 priority communities for equity tree 

planting and maintenance

Tree Canopy Coverage by Neighborhood
(citywide average is 16%)





Community Tree Equity Working Group
American Forests

Blacks in Green

Bloomberg Associates

Chicago Department of

Public Health

Chicago Department of Streets and 

Sanitation Bureau of Forestry

Chicago Department of 

Transportation

City of Chicago Mayor’s Office

Chicago Park District

Chicago Sustainability Office

Chicago Muslims Green Team

Chicago Region Trees Initiative

Chicago Wilderness

Coalition for a Better Chinese

American Community

Equitable Resilience & 

Sustainability, LLC

Galewood Neighbors, Inc.

I Am Able Center

Illinois Environmental Council

Imani Village

Latinos Progresando

Lincoln Park Zoo

LUCHA

Metropolitan Water Reclamation

District of Greater Chicago

Mi Villita Neighbors

Nordson Green Earth Foundation

North Lawndale Greening

Committee

North Lawndale Community

Coordinating Council's Greening

Open Space Water Soil and

Sustainability (NLCCC/GROWSS)

Openlands

Rush University Medical Center

Sacred Roots

Save Your Ash

St. Agatha’s Church

Stone Temple Missionary Baptist

Church

The Climate Reality Project Chicago

Metro Chapter

The Nature Conservancy

The Nature, Culture, and Human

Health

The Partnership for Healthy Cities

The Southwest Collective

The Student Conservation

Association

The Trust for Public Land

University of Illinois Chicago

US Forest Service

Walder Foundation

West Chesterfield Community

Association

Young Men's Network Association



Community-Driven Content: Tools & Door Hangers



2022
Tree Plantings

Total 18,728 (as of December 3):

• Efficiencies in Planting Requests

• 33% went to 11 priority communities

• Fulfilled a 3 Year Backlog for Tree 

Requests

• 2022 Baseline for years to come to 
prioritize equity areas



Thank You!

Kyra D. Woods

Office of Climate and Environmental Equity

City of Chicago

Kyra.Woods@cityofchicago.org
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