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Transforming the energy system to benefit 
the economy and environment.

Communities Team

Cities and communities are critical to creating a better 
energy system because collectively they are big 
enough to matter and small enough to make changes 
quickly. GPI’s programs are designed to assist 
communities in different ways with all the elements 
needed to drive change.

• Energy/Climate Planning Technical Assistance
• GreenStep Cities program partner
• Metro CERT
• SolSmart technical assistance
• Small business energy efficiency



Presentation Overview

• Minnesota GreenStep Cities background
• National Network
• Participation
• Steps
• Best Practices

• Energy Programs (RII & PiE)
• Met Council Coordination
• City Example: Golden Valley 



A voluntary challenge, assistance and recognition program to 
help cities achieve their sustainability and quality-of-life goals.



1649 
municipalities 12 states One 

Goal

Through our collective work, our vision is to build a future where 
sustainability is the norm for every community. 



• Florida Green Building Coalition's 
Green Local Government

• Go Green Virginia
• Green Cities California
• Massachusetts Green Communities
• Minnesota Green Step Cities
• Michigan Green Communities
• New York:
◦ Climate Smart Communities
◦ Clean Energy Communities

• Sustainable Jersey
• Sustainable Maryland
• Sustainable Pennsylvania
• Sustainable CT
• Wisconsin-Green Tier Legacy 

Communities



GreenStep Partners



• 122 Cities, 3 Tribal Nations

• 45% of MN’s population

• Population size: 260 – 300,000 

• Urban and rural

• 3,400 best practice actions 
recorded

Participation Snapshot

Steps: 5 4 23 1



www.MnGreenStep.org 

Best Practices by Category

176 Actions | 29 Best Practices | 5 Categories



Step Achievements
Minnesota GreenStep Cities continues to grow and reach higher levels of achievement. 

Steps: 
1. Pass resolution to join
2. Report Actions
3. Report additional Actions
4. Report metrics
5. Demonstrate improvement



Efficiency | Health | Resilience
Minnesota GreenStep Cities continues to grow and reach higher levels of achievement. 



Efficiency | Health | Resilience
Minnesota GreenStep Cities continues to grow and reach higher levels of achievement. 

Clean Air Clean 
Water

Active 
Living

Indoor Air 
QualityPopulation 

Vulnerabilities



GSC is a Platform for Other Programs



GSC a Platform for Other Programs

• Energy Action Plans
• Community Energy Reports



REGIONAL INDICATORS INITIATIVE
City of Northfield

An Inventory of Energy, Potable Water, 
Travel, Waste, and Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions from 2007 to 2013.

February 6, 2019



METRICS
ENERGY (IN BTUS): electricity, natural gas, and district 
energy consumed citywide (subdivided into residential and 
commercial/industrial)

WATER (IN GALLONS): potable water consumed citywide 
(subdivided into residential and commercial/industrial)

WASTE (IN POUNDS): citywide municipal solid waste managed 
via recycling, composting, combustion, and landfilling 
(prorated from countywide data)

TRAVEL (IN VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED): on-road distance 
traveled within city limits

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS (IN TONNES CO2E): citywide
greenhouse gas emissions associated with each of the four 
indicators

DEMOGRAPHICS
All data is reported both 
as a total as well as in 
units/capita. Residential 
data is reported in 
units/household, and 
Commercial/Industrial 
data is reported in 
units/job

AREA
City Area (sf)

WEATHER
Heating Degree Days
Cooling Degree Days
Precipitation (in)

COST (IN DOLLARS): cost estimates associated with each of 
the four indicators

COMMON METRICS

REGIONAL INDICATORS INITIATIVE



TOOLS AND BEST PRACTICES FOR

LOCAL ENERGY PLANNING

The development of this presentation is supported by the Department of Energy, Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE), under Award Number DE- DE-EE0007229. This project 
was made possible by a grant from the U.S. Department of Energy and the Minnesota Department 
of Commerce. The team includes LHB, Great Plains Institute, and the University of Minnesota’s 
Energy Transition Lab and Center for Science, Technology, and Environmental Policy. 

• Energy Planning Guide
• Energy Planning Workbook
• Example Goals
• Existing Conditions Reports
• Wedge Diagram Tool



COMMUNITY ENERGY USE PROFILE
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COMMUNITY IMPACT
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Emissions by Energy Type, Tons of CO2

Natural Gas Electricity Transportation

COMMUNITY IMPACT
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Natural Gas Electricity Transportation
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CREATE A TRAJECTORY
WEDGE DIAGRAM TOOL






Metropolitan Council



Golden Valley



Golden Valley

GreenStep City + Met Council + RII/LoGoPEP + PiE



DISCUSSION
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